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SUBJECT: PAKISTAN COPYRIGHT 
REF: ISLAMABAD 3733 

1. EMBASSY AND USAID OFFICERS MET MAY 9 WITH CAPT. ISANI, 
OFFICER ON SPECIAL DUTY, MINISTRY OF EDUCATION, WHO HAS BEEN 
DEALING WITH COPYRIGHT PROBLEM, PRESENTING SAME 

POINTS MADE TO ZAKI PER REFTEL. ISANI EXPRESSED 
APPRECIATION FOR WHAT HE TERMED " HELPFUL” ATTITUDE 
OF USG AND FOR ASSISTANCE OF USAID AND FRANKLIN BOOK 
PROGRAM OFFICER. HE STATED GOP HAD NO INTENTION OF 
" WALKING OUT” ON UCC AND WOULD MAKE EVERY EFFORT TO 
ABIDE BY ITS TERMS. HE ACKNOWLEDGED THAT GOP BEHAVIOR 
IN THIS AFFAIR HAD NOT BEEN BLAMELESS, BUT GOP WAS 
BASICALLY INTERESTED IN MEETING ITS EDUCATIONAL 
OBJECTIVES OF PROVIDING TEXTBOOKS AT LOW COST. HE NOTED 
THAT MINISTRY WAS NOW IS PROGRESS OF SENDING COPY OF 
SIGNED AGREEMENTS TO PUBLISHERS AND THAT LOGJAM 
REGARDING PAYMENTS OF ROYALTIES HAD BEEN BROKEN. 

2. WITH RESPECT TO SEVEN TITLES FOR WHICH RIGHTS NOT 
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GRANTED GOP WAS ANXIOUS NOT TO BE PUT IN EMBARRASSING 
POSITION. HOWEVER, HE ARGUED GOP AVAILED ITSELF OF 
PROVISIONS OF PARIS CONVENTION. UNDER GOP INTERPRETATION 
IF BOOKS NOT AVAILABLE FOR SIX MONTH PERIOD OR IF NOT 
PROVIDED AT PRICE WHICH PEOPLES OF LDC COULD AFFORD, 

LDC HAD RIGHT TO GIVE SIX MONTHS NOTICE TO PUBLISHERS 
AND THEN PROCEED WITH COMPULSORY LICENSING OF REPRINTS 
OF BOOKS INVOLVED. IN THIS CASE, HE ASSERTED, GOP HAD IN EFFECT 
GIVEN SIX MONTHS NOTICE TO PUBLISHERS AND WHEN THEY 
REFUSED TO GRANT RIGHTS, GOP CONCLUDED THAT IT WAS 
ENTITLED TO ISSUE LICENSES. DESPITE THIS POSITION GOP 
WISHED TO PAY COMPENSATION AT SAME RATE TO THOSE 
PUBLISHERS WHO PREVIOUSLY HAD NOT GRANTED RIGHTS AND 
WISHED TO PROVIDE THEM WITH ADEQUATE PROTECTION AGAINST 
EXPORTS. 

3. WITH RESPECT TO FUTURE ISANI NOTED THAT RICHTER 
HAD BEEN GIVEN LIST OF 90 BOOKS WHICH GOP WISHED TO 
PROCEED WITH REPRINTING. GOP WOULD APPRECIATE USG 
ASSISTANCE IN FACILITATING COMMUNICATION WITH 
PUBLISHERS. HE AKSED THAT FOREGOING BE CONVEYED 
TO WASHINGTON. 

4. EMBOFF WELCOMED STATEMENTS THAT GOP INTENDED 
TO ABIDE BY UCC AND EXPRESSED SYMPATHY FOR GOP 
DEVELOPMENT AIMS. EMBASSY WAS CONCERNED ABOUT PAST 
PRACTICES AND HOPED THAT THEY COULD BE REGULARIZED 
AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. USG WAS PARTICULARLY ANXIOUS 
THAT PREVIOUS PATTERN NOT BE REPEATED. IT WAS 
STRESSED THAT IT WOULD BE EMBARASSING FOR BOTH 
GOVERNMENTS IF TEXTBOOKS ON NEW LIST SUDDENLY 
APPEARED BEFORE RIGHTS WERE GRANTED AND COULD CAUSE 
SERIOUS DIFFICULTIES FOR LOW- COST BOOK PROGRAM. 

USAID OFFICER ACKNOWLEDGED RECEIPT OF COPY OF LIST OF 

90 BOOKS, WHICH GOP HOPED TO REPRINT, BUT NOTED THAT GOP HAD 
BASIC RESPONSIBILITY ITSELF CONTACT PUBLISHERS DIRECTLY TO ASK 
FOR LICENSES. USG WOULD BE HAPPY TO EXPEDITE AND OTHERWISE ASSIST 
IN THIS PROCESS. 

5. COMMENT. GOP HAS ENLARGED ITS LIST OF BOOKS WHICH 

IT WISHES TO REPRINT DURING NEXT INSTALLMENT OF PROGRAM FORM 60 
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TO 90 U. S. TITLES. RICHTER HAS PASSED COPY OF LIST TO FRANKLIN 
BOOK PROGRAM URGING THAT PRELIMINARY CONTACTS WITH 
PUBLISHERS BE INITIATED. 

DECONTROL FOLLOWING 5/9/74. 

SOBER 
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